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THE MOLECULAR BIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT. By James Bonner. New
York, Oxford University Press, 1965. vi, 155 pp. $3.50.
For the scientist completely ignorant of the DNA-RNA-Histone-Protein
literature, this book provides some basic references and a relatively compre-
hensible, if incomplete, introduction to the subject. However, there are
many books available that provide the same services in a more thorough
and reliable manner. The part of the book concerned with development is
skimpy and oversimplified to near meaninglessness. The writing is, in
general, not only sloppy to the point of frequently being misleading but
occasionally nauseatingly coy. Mr. Bonner writes of "A holding hands with
T, G holding hands with C," but if he is really aiming at an audience
unsophisticated enough not to know the DNA base pairs, he would have
been better advised to use that same space to give the bond type rather
than depicting this macromolecular square dance. It is hard to see why
this book was written. It is even harder to think of a reason for reading
it-unless, of course, one is a book reviewer.
SUSAN GOLDHOR
COMPREHENSIVE BIOCHEMISTRY. Volume 6, Lipids and Amino Acids and
Related Compounds. Edited by Marcel Florkin and Elmer H. Stotz. New
York, American Elsevier Publishing Co., 1965. xiv, 323 pp. $17.00.
This volume is divided into two parts: part A, covering such topics as
fatty acids, alcohols, waxes, fats, oils, phospholipids, and glycolipids; and
part B, covering amino acids, nitrogenous bases, melanins, peptides, capsular
polypeptides and bacterial glutamyl polypeptides.
The first two chapters of part A contain a general discussion of the
occurrence and properties of fats, fatty acids, etc. In the last chapter of
part A, which includes phospholipids, and in all of part B, stress is
placed on the proof of structure and methods utilized in the chemical
synthesis of the natural products listed above. The physical and chemical
properties of most of the substances isolated from natural sources and
those that are chemically synthesized are discussed briefly. No attempt is
made, however, to evaluate critically the different methods of approach to
chemical synthesis of these natural products. The biosynthetic and catabolic
pathways are discussed briefly in some cases, where these might be rele-
vant to establishing structural proof of a compound.
Since this volume contains so varied a subject matter, few of the topics
are covered adequately enough to be of sufficient aid to either a student
of biochemistry or a research worker. Melanins, for example, are covered in
approximately three pages and an important topic such as "synthetic
methods of peptide chemistry" is covered in 10 brief pages. Chapter 3,
concerned with the chemistry of complex lipids, a subject which has had
rapid growth in the past decade, is routine and is noteworthy for its lack
of an adequate bibliography. Other chapters, however, contain excellent
bibliographies referring the reader to valuable, lengthy, and informative
discussions of many topics.
MICHAEL SRIBNEY
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